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  Pictured  are Omaha Club President Jerry Merwald 
and Karen Merwald; Denis Walsh; Sally O’Neill and 
SI President Tim O’Neill; Lynn Jones and SI Vice 
President Dan Jones.

From the time he joined the Serra Club of Omaha in 1989, 
Tim O’Neill took the advice of his father, Maurice O’Neill, 
who told him that he must contribute and be active in any 
organization he might choose to join.  His father was one 
of the charter members and President of the Serra Club of 

goals for Serra International. 

After serving on the Serra Club of Omaha board, Tim was 

on to become an active member with the USA Council of 
Serra International.

in 2009 when he and his wife, Dr. Sally O’Neill, served as 
chairs for the Serra International convention held at what is 
now Century Link in Omaha.  More than 500 Serrans from 
around the world joined us for three days and evenings 

of unforgettable and delightful sessions uniting all of us 

consecrated life. Tim and Sally also hosted the 2014 Serra 
International Convention in Sacramento, California.

Tim was inducted as President during the Serra International 
Convention in Melbourne, Australia, July 30 to August 2, 2015.  

Holy Father—a gift from Serrans throughout the world.  If 

ceremony, I shall take the gift to Rome in November where 

Omahan Tim O’Neill, President of Serra International
By William E. Ramsey and Betty Dineen Shrier 

Turn to page 2 for a description of the gift.



Tim O’Neill has gift to be presented to Pope Francis . . . continued from page 1

By order of the United States Government, the U.S. Postal 

coast of California and Baja California where Serra had been 
in charge of several missions.  Before his death, Serra had 
founded nine missions and also created a system in which 
12 more missions were later founded.

The San Diego Convention and Performing Arts Center 

Annual Convention of the American Philatelic Society.  This 

and dreams will come true. 

Ettore Cadorin was installed in Statuary Hall in the United 

Washington, D.C.

States.  We will do our best to obtain admission tickets for 
our Serrans to attend this canonization ceremony of our 

“At one of Serra’s earliest meetings in Seattle in March 1935, 
John Bray, a native of San Francisco, was a guest who said that 

he brought the Catholic Faith to the American West through 
a chain of missions he had established throughout what is 
known today as the state of California. In large measure, Serra 

on the West Coast when it was still mission territory.  When 

Now, 80 years later, Serrans in the United States will 

those of us who cherish the distinction of being Serrans.  We 

“Saint Junipero Serra, pray for us.”

LOCAL – NATIONAL – AND 
INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM FOR 
BLESSED JUNIPERO SERRA
This colorful lapel pin, issued by the U.S. Postal Service, is an exact duplication of the 
actual postage stamp . . . By William E. Ramsey and Betty Dineen Shrier
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Dates to Remember from 
www.SerraUS.org

Sept 18-20, 2015
Region IX Conference 

Des Moines, Iowa

Sept 23, 2015
Canonization of Blessed Junipero Serra

Washington D.C.

October 25, 2015
Priesthood Sunday

November 1-7, 2015
National Vocation Awareness Week



A Reflection from our Chaplain 
Msgr. William Whelan

The Catholic Voice. 

is called) will not leave the Catholic Church alone. As with everyone else who counters the 
new normal’s ideology of anything goes, the Church will be aggressively attacked for daring to 
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http://omaha.serranebraska.org
Check under “news” for a summary of presentations by guest speakers.

Msgr. William Whelan, 
Chaplain

Serra Club of Omaha

of volunteers from Christ the King, led by Colleen Ostdiek.  

The food, generously donated by the D’Agosto family and 
Christ the King volunteers, included Arby’s sandwiches, 

chicken tenders, and homemade desserts. The feast was 
enjoyed by all, with enough remaining to make a generous 
gift to the Rainbow House.

After the meal, our new Director of Vocations, Father 
Andrew Roza, introduced the seminarians, who then each 

Photos courtesy Rich Cupich

Annual Seminarian Picnic and Softball Game . . . By Doug Quinn

Tobias Letak, in his 4th year at North American College (Rome), will be 
ordained a transitional deacon October 1 in Rome and a priest on June 4, 
2016 in Omaha. Tobias is from Stephen the Martyr Parish, Omaha. He was 
joined by his parents, Ben and Seri Letak; siblings Melissa, Benny, Jonah; 
grandmother, Marie Bequette; and aunt, Leann Keller.

Bill Cremers is entering Theology 1 at Kenrick 
Seminary, St. Louis. Bill is from St. Anthony’s 
Parish, Columbus.  He was joined by his 
parents, Jim and Marlene Cremers and his 
sister, Carly.



immediately began reading everything 
available about the Camino de Santiago. 

to be martyred in 44. His body was buried 

for Americans on the Camino and many 

doing the 8 mile trail around Lake Zorinsky. I remember my 

face as I was going north on the high east rim of the lake. 

routes to Santiago, begins on the French side of the Pyrenees. 

enough to understand the basics.

shower and bathroom facilities. Some albergues also have 

10% of your body weight. 

Pilgrims are of all ages with some much 

to overcome the language barriers. Any 

day. In the albergue, the rules are that 

Camino.

rocks, trees and even in the sidewalks of the larger cities. 

strangers on the journey and you realize that as much as we 

is trust in God as each day brings new sights and challenges.

April 15 to May 28, 2015: A 500 Mile Pilgrimage Along the 
Camino de Santiago - the Way of St. James . . . By Art Hastings
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Watch for the inspiring conclusion 

of this pilgrimage in the next issue of Mission Bell.
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SERRA NEWS . . .  By Betty Dineen Shrier
Kevin Cooper, Serra coordinator for the Mass for 

Katie Bonebrake said that her mother died in 

Doug and Margaret Quinn

having surgery the week of July 23rd in Houston, 

Doug and Margaret’s daughter was doing well.    

Deacon Rennie ter Kuile
said he had a rare disease called dematomyositis that severely 

Center. His funeral Mass at St. Leo the Great Church was held 

lifetime of service to others—in the U.S. Air Force, Serra Club of 

Serra International President Tim O’Neill announced that 

date.  Tim will give us additional information about this event in 

Geri Stratman
Serra meeting was for our December 2014 Christmas Party.  
Consequently, she was thrilled to be at the Serra Seminarian Mass 
and Picnic held at Christ the King on Sunday, August 2nd.  She 

seventh vertebrae.

Tex Oswald

done over the years due to a sledding accident in his younger 

he can join us soon at our regular meetings and various events.

Tim O’Neill and Bill Ramsey made headlines in the Council 
Daily Nonpareil Omaha World-Herald

Serra’s canonization ceremony in Washington, D.C.  The gift is a 

to the Western United States through his missionary work in 

it to the Holy Father on behalf of all Serrans throughout the world.  
More on this gift on page 2.

Pictured left is a smaller version of an ad sponsored 
by the Serra Club of Omaha and the Serra Club of 
West Omaha. The ad was written and prepared by 
Bill Ramsey and Betty Dineen Shrier for this fall’s 
edition of the 2015-2016 Archdiocesan Directory. 
The Catholic Voice



Serra/IPF Father Flanagan Pilgrimage at Boys Town 
By Doug Quinn - Photos courtesy Jim Hughes (Above) 175 seminarians and faculty stand in front of the 

Dowd Chapel on the Boys Town campus for the 2015 Serra/
IPF Father Flanagan Pilgrimage on July 11, 2015.  These 

My wife, Margaret, 
Kevin Cooper, lector, and 

Art Hastings, cantor at the Mass. Organist Rosemary Lubbers, 

Jim Hughes for the 

event at Boys Town.

Kevin and Lora Cooper serve as Serra sponsors at the 
table (right); Mark Bonkiewicz is at the table to the left.  

Hall on the Boys Town campus for the excellent meal 
they prepared for us.

Father Steven Boes, Executive Director, Boys Town, 
celebrated Mass in the Dowd Chapel.

Two IPF 
Seminarians
imitate the “He 
ain’t heavy, Father, 
he’s my brother,” 
statue in the Hall 
of History during 
their campus tour 
at Boys Town.

Tom Lynch, Manager of the Hall of History, speaks 
to the IPF seminarians about the early days of the 
founding of Boys Town and the struggles of Father 
Flanagan to establish this home for boys.
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Spiritual Moms and Dads in 
St. John’s Church for Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament with the 175 IPF 
seminarians attending the 2015 Summer 
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IPF Friends Night . . . By William E. Ramsey and Betty Dineen Shrier

On Wednesday, July 8th, The Institute for Priestly Formation 

meet their seminarian sons at this event.

The IPF Choir’s singing was truly angelic and created an 

that evening.  

wholeheartedly and the church resounded with unmistakable 
enthusiasm as the talented organist and congregation gave 

throughout the evening.

and many contributions to assure the mission of IPF will 

encounters with God during their time here.

were singers whose talented voices blended together as if they 

While enjoying delicious cookies and various bakery 

this endorsement of IPF’s mission.  Fr. Gabuzda said, “…our 

Chris Berens, member of IPF 
Mission Advancement Council, 

Programs and Mission, welcomed 
all as they entered the Skutt 
Ballroom for the evening reception.

Valerie Conzett was delighted to meet 
her spiritual son that evening.

right at home as he and Barbara shared 

stories about IPF.

Photos courtesy Anna Drvol
IPF Communications Coordinator



A Serran Life: Reflections of 25 Years
PART 3 - FINAL THOUGHTS . . . By Del Sempek

Continued from the June-July issue of Mission Bell.

First Friday Mass - Another committee I was asked 

Ed Sobetski was the chair and liked to see the gathering 

After the Mass we would gather at a nearby restaurant for 

attended the dinner as well.  We would often schedule a 
year in advance.  We all looked forward to not only the 

Mass for Shut-Ins  – 
of 1990 when Ed Hotz had to cut back on activities because 
of illness.  He was one of the original committee members 

television Mass is the longest continuous running Mass 

in a high school together and it was normal to have local 

Mass.  Fr. Dave Reason

Dave was always light hearted and included funny stories 

started to tell this story and got into the end and forgot 

trying to remember the ending to his story.  It was amazing, 
but it seemed like no one noticed.

We receive letters or emails well in advance as to what to 

Herm Weist, Bill Ramsey 
had fun together for twenty years.

Bill and Herm and the 

Fr. 
Vitalis was able to come to 
the station.  So, I got to do 
both old and new testament 
readings as well as commentate.  Because the cameras are 
close, my role was easy, but we had some conversation as 
to why I was the only one to be at the station that night.

me every Sunday.  I told him I am on only in May, but that 
never seemed to change his enthusiasm or the fact that he 

A Personal Note – Our youngest son, Ben, teaches 
at Khalifa University in Abu Dhabi, The United Arab 
Emirates, so his visits are usually short and infrequent.  

Afterwards, I asked Archbishop Elden Curtiss if he would 
give us his blessing.  I remember the feeling I had kneeling 
surrounded by the lights and cameras as the crew was 

Final Thoughts - I wanted to mention many of the 

or become acquainted with the likes of Ed Laughlin

Don
Keough Walt Jahn who was always 

Dr. Robert 
Fitzgibbons
surgery on my child to save his life.  I do not believe these 
are coincidences. 

It’s online at . . .

http://omaha.serranebraska.org

Check this website often for update on 

meetings, speakers, and important dates.
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Aug 25 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Aug 30 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Sept 1 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Sept 5 First Saturday Mass 8:00 AM New Cassel Retirement Center

Sept 6 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Sept 8 Serra Board Meeting - Noon WSCCC

Sept 8 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Sept 13 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Sept 14 Serra Luncheon Meeting - Noon WSCCC - Guest Speaker Fr. Tom Nietzke, President Creighton University 

Sept 15 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Sept 20 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Sept 22 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Sept 23 Canonization of Blessed Junipero Serra in Washington D.C.

Sept 27 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6 

Sept 28 Serra Luncheon Meeting - Noon WSCCC - Guest Speaker John McMahon, President Skutt Catholic High School 

Sept 29 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Oct 3 First Saturday Mass 8:00 AM New Cassel Retirement Center

Oct 4 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Oct 5 Serra Board Meeting - Noon WSCCC

Oct 6 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Oct 11 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Oct 12 Serra Luncheon Meeting - Noon WSCCC - Guest Speaker Art Hastings on his Pilgrimage - see page 4

Oct 13 Special Event - Mass with Archbishop Lucas at St. Cecilia’s Cathedral in Honor of Blessed Serra’s Canonization

Oct 14 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha - changed from Tuesday

Oct 18 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Oct 20 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Oct 25 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Oct 25 Special Event - Sundae Sunday for retired priests at St. John Vianney Retirement Home - more to come

Oct 26 Serra Luncheon Meeting - Noon WSCCC - Guest Speaker Fr. Jeremy Hans, Newly Ordained Priest

Oct 27 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Nov 1 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Nov 2 Serra Board Meeting - Noon WSCCC

Nov 3 Mass for Shut-Ins Taping WOWT 7:30 PM WOWT Omaha

Nov 7 First Saturday Mass 8:00 AM New Cassel Retirement Center

Nov 8 Mass for Shut-Ins 10:30 AM WOWT Omaha Channel 6

Nov 9 Serra Luncheon Meeting - Noon WSCCC - Guest Speaker Fr. Andrew Roza, Vocations Director Omaha Arch

ALSO SAVE THESE DATES!
Monday, Nov 23 Memorial Mass for deceased Serrans, family members, and priests

Monday, Dec 14 Annual Serra Christmas Social



The Mission Bell

Serra Club of Omaha

8818 Ohern St.

webmaster@serranebraska.org
http://omaha.serranebraska.org

The Mission of the 
Serra Club of Omaha 

and to encourage 

consecrated religious life.

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION IN THE NEAR FUTURE!


