Friday, April 3

First Friday Mass and
breakfast 6:30 a.m.,
Church of St. Mark

Friday, Aprill7
Board Meeting, 7 a.m.
St. Mark’s Pastoral Center

Monday, April 20

Dinner Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
Canyon Creek Country Club.
Speaker, Very Rev. Michael
Olson, Rector Holy Trinity
Seminary (See Page 2)

Saturday, April 25

John Szatowski, Ordination
to Deaconate, 10 a.m.
Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin
Guadalupe

Sunday, May 3

Seminary Sunday, 9:15 a.m.
Holy Trinity Seminary

North Central Dallas Serra
Club members, spouses and
guests are invited.

Wednesday, May 20
Installation Mass and Dinner
University of Dallas, 6:30
p.m.
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This is the time of year that we Serrans get busy with preparations for the
VAP Weekend which involves getting the VAP materials to the parishes we
service, and hopefully scheduling a time to make a pulpit announcement
regarding the Weekend, plus handing out flyers. With those parishes with
multiple services, this can be time consuming and requires a lot of

When we make the pulpit announcements, we actually get to tell parishioners to consider a
vocation to the religious life. Last year to had a good turnout and the quality of the candidates
impressed the religious who were at the Weekend. We are hoping for a better turnout this
year. We can make a difference with our participation.

We also have training for the new officers, helping to move forward in establishing a new
club up North, and the installation banguet at the University of Dallas in May. So while Lent
is coming to an end and we can enjoy Easter and a renewed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, let
us go forward with new energy and dedication to Serra and all the good that we do. Please
plan to participate in all the activities and give the gift of renewed commitment to Serra. Pray
for a good turnout of spiritual men and women at the VAP Weekend. Virtually all the
seminarians at Holy Trinity Seminary from rthe Dallas and Fort Worth Dioceses say they
attended a VAP Weekend and all said it was instrumental and important in helping them
make their decision to enter the Seminary. Our ministry is important and we do make a
difference. God bless all Serrans.

At the March 16 dinner meeting the North Central Dallas Serra Club
members elected Hank Himmelberg president for 2009-2010 term. A
Club member since 2003 Hank previously served the Club as treasurer.
He is a member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton parish where he serves as
Eucharistic Minister and Financial Council. Hank and wife Kathy have
three children and seven grandchildren

Other officers who will serve include Bob Baillargeon, V.P. Programs; Larry Montz, V.P.
Vocations; John Mc Namara, V.P. Membership; Lou Neeb, V.P. Communications; Dennis ,
Epping. Treasurer; Catherine
Park, Secretary; Paul Ficalora,
Trustee 1st Year; Jerry Hurster,
Trustee 2nd Year; Bill Crowley,
Trustee 3rd Year; Ralph
Armstrong, Past President; and
Carl Rossini, Newsletter Editor.

John Szatowski will be ordained to the Sacred Order of
Deacon on Saturday, April 25, followed by a reception,
at the Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin Guadalupe. He
currently attends St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston.

Priest Ranks Rising Steadily

is a monthly
newsletter to communicate club
activities, provide news to members,

and support club goals. To include
items, send e-mail to Carl Rossini

canderossini@att.net
Staff Photographer, Vicki Dean

VATICAN CITY -- The Vatican
says the number of priests
worldwide is slowly but steadily
rising. A yearbook filled with
statistics, given to Pope Benedict
XVI, says that the number of
priests has gone up by several
hundred each year since 2000.
There was a marked decline in

John is a member of St. Mark the Evangelist parish in
Plano and a graduate of Holy Trinity Seminary. While at
St. Mark’s John served as sacristan during his high
school years. Although his parents moved to Houston
as a result of a job transfer, John intends to celebrate
his first Mass at St. Mark’s next year, and be a Dallas
diocesan priest after his ordination to the priesthood.
Marco Rangel, from the Dallas diocese, also will be
ordained to the deaconate along with Szatowski.
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The North Central Dallas Serra Club will be pleased to have as its guest speaker for the April 20 dinner
meeting, the Rector of the Holy Trinity Seminary, the Very Rev. Michael Olson. Father Olson was
appointed seminary rector by Bishop Kevin Farrell in May, 2008, replacing Bishop Michael Duca, now
Bishop of the Shreveport Diocese. Father Olson was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Fort Worth on
June 3, 1994. Since July, 2006, he served as Vicar General and pastor of St. Peter the Apostle Church in
the Fort Worth Diocese. On his appointment to HTS Rector Father Olson said, “ | am humbled by and
grateful for the confidence in me that Bishops Farrell and Vann have expressed. | am even more grateful
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President Elect
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to God for my life as a priest. | am excited and thrilled to be part of
guiding other men on their journey toward the priesthood.”
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A meeting to plan for a start of a new Serra club in the northern suburbs will be
held on May 2 at St. Gabriel's church in Mc Kinney. Prospective Serra Club
members are invited from St. Gabriel's and St. Michael’s in Mc Kinney; Our
Lady of Angels and St. Jude’s in Allen; and St. Frances of Assisi in Frisco.
Betty Monaghan and Tony Schmidt from the NCD Serra Club are the prime organizers of
the new club. The nucleus membership of the new club will be made up of five of our
current NCD Serra Club members. These include Ron and Ida Keptner, John Mc Namara,
Larry Montz and Jim Duffy. At its recent meeting the Club’s board discussed ways in which
the formation of the new club could be supported by the North Central Dallas membership.
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Deacon Gregg Kahrs related his faith journey as both a spiritual deacon and an administrative
deacon, at the March 16 Serra Club dinner meeting. Deacon Kahrs expressed “I have the

best of both world’s as deacon at St. Frances of Assisi parish in Frisco, and as parish manager
at St. Mark the Evangelist parish.”

Deacon Kahrs noted that God
had His hand throughout his
faith journey, touching his life as
a RCIA sponsor for his future
wife Deborah, as Eucharistic
Minister to hospitals, nursing
homes and the home bound, as
well as a sponsor couple along
with his wife for marriage
preparation classes.

He answered God’s call in 1999
when he entered deaconate
formation and subsequently was
ordained in May 2006. Deacon
Kahrs retired from Sears as
Director of Financial Services

PRAYER FOR THE PERSEVERANCE OF VOCATIONS
O God, You have constituted Your only- begotten
Son supreme and eternal Priest for the  glory of

Your majesty and the salvation of manki  nd: grant
that those whom He has chosen ministers  and
dispensers of His mysteries may be foun d
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The life of a priest today requires the wearing of many hats: manager, administrator, Financial and long-
range planner, counselor and consoler, sacramental minister, liturgist, teacher and trainer, quarterback
and cheerleader, and a handful of other functions and responsibilities to the parish, the deanery, and the
Diocese. These days | feel like a hat rack. People often say to me: Father, when are you going to get

some more help? | honestly respond: Not in this lifetime. For some years it has been difficult enough to
put one priest in every parish, and assistants in the really large ones.

" $$
The priest shortage has been a reality in parts of the country for a number of years. Priests manageing two or more parishes

are found throughout the north and northeast. More and more parishes across the United States are being administered by
deacons, religious sisters and lay people. Priests come to celebrate masses on the weekend, and perhaps have a day or two of
office hours each week. That reality has been looming here in Dallas for years. We knew it would happen ... like so many
things in life, it often must get worse before it gets better. We all know that the Church does not approve of the concept of

cloning human beings, but in the heart of heart of some Church leaders | think they secretly wish that they could clone priests ...
at least the good ones.

A few years ago | was Pastor of the St. Michael the Archangel and the Administrator of Immaculate Conception, both in Grand
Prairie. That made me something of a two-headed hat rack! When the Bishop comes to one of us and asks: Father, would you
like to run two parishes? Most of us would respond with an emphatic: No, thank you, Bishop! and run in the opposite direction.
However, when the Bishop comes and says: Father, | need you to care for two parishes, the answer must be: Yes, Bishop!

Each week | had two Staff Meetings. Each Month | had two Pastoral
Council meetings, and two Finance Council Meetings, two liturgy
meetings, One School Advisory Board meeting, one facility Committee
meeting for almost six months. An in keeping with the contemporary
adage, ‘no good need goes unpunished,” having survived pastoring two
parishes, | was sent as pastor of St. Mark the Evangelist with more
than 25,000 souls.
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Bill Condon
Deacon Arnold Picon
Lou Neeb
Jim Hogan
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Larry-Julie Montz
Greg-Ellen Mechler
Joe-Gloria Semler

April 7

April 11
April 14
April 18

April 5

April 12
April 19
| _lower it into the grave. This is a good kind of challenge. It means |

However, the day | stop accepting challenges, directly, or indirectly,
from God, that is the day they need to close the lid on my coffin and

have to be even more organized , better scheduled, more open to
The 31 Club is a commitment delegation and rely on the hard work of employees, lay ministers and
by Serrans to attend Mass and volunteers. The most positive effect | can imagine is that we will all
pray for vocations on a specific day each month. If you work together in a way most people can only imagine: one huge faith
are not listed below, and want to participate in this community working together for the Reign of God. With God all things
important ministry, please contact Betty Monaghan at are possible!
Betty6@tx.rr.com
SXUAM 10th Vicki Dean # % & $ I $
CEARLY = Bob Baillargeon Bv Bill I A I
+DON+ P P HEHU George Stewart y Bill Crowley District Governor Elect
- RDQ+ HUQY 11th Deacon Carl Thelin | havg recently returngd from the 2009-2(?10 Serra USA
3DXQ [FDBWD Barbara Thelin Planning Conference.m Kansas City. This was a three
-R) [EDBD 12th Greg Mechler dgy confgrence for District Governors and Elects along
QG YRE YANGHU Mark Venincasa with Regional Directors and Coordinators with over 75
-RKQOF1DPDWD 13th Therese Reittinger Serrans attending from all across the United States.
UG YO RZ B 15th Don S_imoneaL_Jx
W .. HF\gU EaﬂN"\r/'l HﬁtCh'”SOH There stood out some common denominators among S
-IP 2 0 DB 18th A;?]”Laﬁivi:rrgara all those present: The faith commitment of all those
( G- RKQRQ Rob Larriviere present in their own lives; Serrans working together to support
W -IP $UFKHU 20th Tony Schmidt potential vocations that fulfills the mission of Serra; USA Council
-IP +RIDO 21st Bill Higgins Vision Statement: To have all people respond to God's call to their
P OXIN 22nd Joe Semler vocation in life; USA Council Mission Statement: To foster, affirm and
6th John Fitzpatrick ~ 23rd Deacon Paul promote vocations to the ministry in the Catholic Church.
Kay Hogan Reittinger L
7th Vince Ahern Leo Heiting r
Betty Monaghan Tom Demarest
Jack Tromba 27th Chris Taylor
Warren Schneider 29th Carl Rossini Kathy Himmelberg  Jo Ficalora
Bill Condon Ellen Rossini Therese Reittinger  George Stewart
8th Lou Neeb 31st Ron Keptner Ellen Rossini Alicia Condo n
Mary Higgins Rhonda Picon
Warren Schneider Gloria Semler
|
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Holy Trinity Seminary

Saturday, March 28, 2009
Photos by Elena Blake
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Random Photos from the

National Scouting Museum, Irving Texas

March 7, 2009
Photos by Elena Blake




