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Serra East meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at the Ursuline Educational Center '/" ’\‘\ — L
on the Ursuline College campus, located at 2600 Lander Road., Pepper Pike, OH @ 6:15 for & :\/j
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Mass or prayer service followed by dinner, brief business meeting and speaker with topics
concerning vocations, social justice, scripture, evangelization and other timely subjects. v Vv

PRESIDENT’S CORNER The year of 2008 is finally in our rear view mirror and so far 2009 is

looking good. In reflecting on last year, | must ask myself, where am | at?
How have | grown? This time of year finds many of us in self analysis and then setting up plans and goals for the
months ahead, that is making resolutions. Some of the same activity can be applied to our Serra club.
To begin, | think Serra Cleveland-East is moving forward in a number of areas.
e The club membership has grown spiritually:
o Clearly from regular Mass before each meeting, Fr. Ireland’s homilies,
« Recitation of Serran prayers for vocations at our meetings,
o Certainly the various speakers and their topics,
o Membership attendance at functions like the Lourdes Shrine, Benedictine Abbey Vespers, and so on.
I believe the level of interest and enthusiasm by the membership is great and growing, and may it continue! We
have been, and are, trying some new things: Lourdes visit, traveling Mass, writing to Priests; and certainly at the
club, and also District 85 level, there is effort to find a program to replace ‘Where Are You Going’.
Using sports parlance, let’s continue to talk up the Serra movement, club and activities, help increase the
visibility of Serra. | just learned a potential source of new members could be the lay ministers of our parishes;
now let’s go make some contacts!

If it is to be, it is up to us! Prayerfully we can.

Gus Skapek, President

UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday, February 9th: 6:15 Mass/Fr. Ireland. Following dinner, Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, SND, author,
will speak on ‘Mary our Model of Faith’

e Sunday, February 22nd: 11:00AM Liturgy @ CPL with Seminarians, followed by Brunch....

e Monday, March 9th: 6:15 Mass/Fr. Ireland. Dinner to follow with Lenten program

Sunday, March 22nd: This year marks the 25th year for our ‘Bishops Seminary Brunch’. Please make every effort to

support this fund raising event.

Monday, March 23: Mass or prayer service; dinner. speaker to be announced

Monday, April 13th: Mass or Prayer service; dinner; speaker to be announced

Monday, April 27th: Mass or Prayer service; dinner, speaker to be announced

May 2nd: Permanent Deaconate Ordination..

May 3rd: World Day of Prayer for VVocations

During May—remember to send Anniversary Remembrance Cards—S, W, and U

Saturday, May 16th: Priesthood Ordination

June 8th: St. Paul Special ‘tentative’ to be announced at meetings

June 22nd: 6:15 Mass. Dinner. Rev. Stephen Flynn will speak on A Priest reflects on his first year’

YOU ARE YOU ARE
THE SALT THE LIGHT
OF THE OF THE

EARTH... WORLD. Matthew 5:13,14



Serra Newsletter

FR. DAVE IRELAND’S Column:

As many of you know, Pope
Benedict XVI names this year,
The Year of Saint Paul.
celebration which began on June 28, 2008 and will culminate on June 29, 2009,
the Feasts of Saints Peter and Paul, marking the 2000th anniversary of his birth.

In his homily opening the Pauline Year, Pope Benedict said, “Paul wants to
speak to us — today. That is why | chose to establish this special ‘Pauline Year’;
in order to listen to him and learn today from him, as our teacher,

Itis a

‘the faith and the truth in WhICh the

reasons for unity among Christ’s disciples are rooted.” He continued by stressing Paul’s tremendous faith
and his realization of Christ’s love for him. *’I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave
himself for me’ (Gal 2:20). All Paul’s actions begin from this centre. His faith is the experience of being

loved by Jesus Christ in a very personal way.”

This realization of Paul reawakens our faith in Christ and our awareness of the Lord’s love for us.
The epistles provide wonderful meditations on Christ’s love, as well as our response to Him.

Paul responded to Christ’s invitation. Let us pray that we will listen to Christ in our lives. Let us
ask Paul to be our exemplar in the faith. Let us pray, as Serrans, that our young people will have that
encounter with Christ which will draw their hearts to Him and move them to respond in Faith.

Opportunities to Plant Serra Seeds

The second traveling Mass was held on
November 9th at St. Felicitas Church. With Fr.
John Juhas as celebrant. Fr. introduced Colette
Sislak who give a Serran presentation.

The Serran banner was displayed and the
three-sided display board created by Colette was
expertly assembled, with photos, commentary and
items relevant to Serra.

FOR YOUR INFO:

Attached to this newsletter
is the ‘Seminarian Prayer Calendar
for the months February thru May,
2009.

The Contemplative Sisters Adorers of the
Precious Blood prepare a monthly Prayers for
Priests calendar. Over the course of 12 months,
every priest serving in the Diocese of Cleveland
is listed at least once. To download this calendar
go to:  parentsofpriests.net Once at the site
click on ‘newsletters’ and scroll down to *priest
prayer list and *seminarian prayer list. Both can
be printed out from this site.

Also, check out the Office of Vocations
at: clevelandcatholicpriesthood.com
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Our Commitment to Serra

Our Club officers at Serra East work hard to
make available to all Serrans, programs that can help
us to mature in our faith. There are opportunities to
encourage and call forth potential candidates to the
priesthood and vowed religious.

Our commitment is a challenge for each of us.
Each one of us must ask the question of ourselves:
"How much am | willing to extend myself to make my
prayers a reality?’

We are scheduled to visit the Seminary (CPL)
on Sunday, February 22nd. Are each of us willing to
invite a grandchild or a young man from our parish to
go with us?

In today’s society, we have so many things to
commit to, that as soon as one meeting is finished, we
put it aside and move onto our next commitment.

When it comes to Serra, we need to make a
daily commitment to pray and encourage vocations.

Thanks to all Serrans for all that you do to
pray, support and encourage vocations in our diocese.

Don Trask, District Gov.
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Note: Email addresses in this newsletter
are not listed with the @ symbol. If you
wish to contact anyone, please use @
instead of (at).....
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NEWSLETTER INFORMATION  We appreciate articles
for the Cleveland Serra East Newsletter Send your article,
comments to:

MaryAnn Trask; 13355 Foxmoor Tr.; Chesterland, OH
44026 , OR email: mat13355 at roadrunner.com
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