
















































































The Elijah Cup Devotion 
A Sacred Vessel Dedicated to Prayer for Religious Vocations 

 
Serra Club of the Diocese of Biloxi, MS 

 
The purpose of the Elijah Cup a consecrated chalice is to focus on and provide an awareness of 
prayer in the classroom and home for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, the deaconate 
and the religious life. A project sponsored by the Serra Club of Biloxi a lay catholic organization 
brings to the classroom and/or home prayer devotion that appeals to the children and parents 
alike. The Elijah Cup is so named after the prophet Elijah who visited a poor widow and her son 
who had little or no food. God in all His boundless wisdom blessed her with an abundance of 
prosperity and food accordingly to the writings of 1 Kings 17:8 15.   The Serra Club seeks an 
abundance of religious vocations so has taken this event to pray for priestly and religious 
vocation awareness in our schools and homes and asks for your help in spreading this prayer 
devotion. 
 
The devotion is simple to implement. During a school week day Eucharistic Celebration or 
Sunday Mass the celebrant will use the Elijah Cup as the precious blood cup. After communion 
and purifying, the chalice designated as the Elijah Cup, the priest will call a classroom teacher, 
student, or family to receive the Elijah Cup.  They will receive a blessing with instructions to 
place the Chalice in a place of honor in the classroom and/or family home.  
 
Each day for a designated time usually a week they are to pray for an increase and perseverance 
of religious vocations.  The following week the sacred vessel is returned with gifts at the 
offertory and the process is repeated with another classroom or family for the following week.  
In addition to daily prayer the devotion could be further enhanced by displaying a spiritual 
bouquet furnished by the Serra Club, which would allow each child to list the number of Hail 
Mary’s, Our Father’s or Masses and Communions offered up for vocations. At the end of the 
school year each school in the Diocese would total up the prayers and the school would present 
this to the Bishop in the form of a spiritual bouquet. 
 
The goal would be to have each Catholic elementary and high school in the Diocese have an 
Elijah Cup. This project would be implemented in each school for an open period one year or 
longer and evaluated after that to be continued or amended. Parishes with and without schools 
could also implement the devotion through family participation and pastor approval. The Serra 
Club would assist in every way possible in implementing this devotion throughout the Diocese.  
 
There is a real and present need for priests in the Diocese of Biloxi.  We have over 70,000 
Catholics in 58 parishes and only 45 Diocesan Priests. Today, half are age 60 or older, in ten 
years; only 7 priests will be under the age of 60. Here in the Biloxi Diocese we are blessed to 
have 13 seminarians but over the next 10 years, we need 50 or more priests.  We need to pray for 
more vocations and the Serra Club encourages the Elijah Cup devotion and the spiritual bouquet 
as a way of increasing religious vocations with our prayers so the children in our classroom 
today and/ or parish families will have a priest to celebrate Mass for them and their family’s of 
tomorrow.                










