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SERRA INTERNATIONAL
APPROVED MODEL
LOCAL CLUB BYLAWS
ARTICLE I
Name and Territorial Limits
Section 1. This organization shall be known as , hereafter referred to as "the club". A different
form of name other than "the Serra Club of ___ " may be used provided that the name chosen clearly establishes that the

organization is a member of Serra International and that the Board of Serra International approves the proposed name.

Section 2. The territorial limits of this club shall be within the Diocese of

ARTICLE I
Objectives and Purposes

Seetion 1. The objectives and purposes of the club shall be;

a. To foster and promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood in the Catholic Church as a particular vocation to
service, and to support priests in their sacred ministry;

b. To encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated religious life in the Catholic Church; and

c To assist its members to recognize and respond in their own lives to God’s call to holiness in Jesus Christ and
through the Holy Spirit.

ARTICLE Il
Membership

Section 1.
& Membership shall be restricted to practicing Catholic lay persons and permanent deacons.

b.  An active member must be able to meet the attendance requirements for club meetings, and to perform any committee or
club assignments.

Section 2. If a member has been active in the affairs of the club for a period of at least three years, but can no longer be
active because of age or health or work requirements, he or she may be excused from the requirements of Articie 111, Section
1 (b} and the requirements of Article VIII, Section 1 by the unanimous vote of the Board of Trustees. Such a member shall be
designated as an associate member, An associate member shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of this club except
the right to vote and the privilege of holding office. Associate members shall be required to pay Serra council, if applicable,
and Serra International dues. Club dues shall be assessed as defined by club policy.

Section 3. Any member can propose a qualified person for membership by submitting a sponsor's recommendation form to
the membership committee. The membership committee shall make an investigation of the proposed member and report the
result to the Board with recommendation to accept or reject. The Board shall decide on the acceptance or rejection of the
proposed member. If accepted, he or she shall then be invited to attend an orientation meeting, and after orientation at such
meeting shall be invited to become a member of the club. He or she shall become such member immediately following the
induction ceremony and upon payment of dues and the initiation fee.

Section 4. Any former member may be reinstated by the approval of not less than 50% of all of the Board of Trustees

ARTICLE IV
Termination of Membership

Section 1. Any member may resign his or her membership by notifying the Secretary in writing, but every member will be
expected to pay all dues accrued prior to such resignation.

Section 2.. The Board may expel any member from membership should he or she commit conduct reflecting discredit upon
the club, inactivity, or nonpayment of dues.
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ARTICLEY
Board of Trustees

Section 1, The governing body of the club shall be the Board of Trustees. It shall determine the policies and exercise
supervision over all officers, members and committees. Its decision can be overruled only by a two-thirds majority vote of
the members present at a speetat regular club meeting called for that purpose.

Section 2. The Board shall consist of the President, President elect, four Vice Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, the immediate
Past President, the President elect and at least one Trustee,

Section 3. The Board shall meet at least once monthly at a time and place designated by the President. These meetings shall
be at a time or place separate from regular club meetings. Not less than 50% of the members of the Board shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting.

Section 4. Any three members of the Board shall have the right to call a meeting of the Board on five days’ notice in writing
to all members of the Board.

ARTICLE VI
Officers and Their Duties; Llections

Section 1. The principal officers of the club shall be a President, the President elect, four Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a
Treasurer and , the immediate Past President, the President elect The Board may elect additional officers at its discretion,
and such officers shall perform the duties prescribed by the Board.

Section 2. The President shall preside at all meetings, appoint all committees, and shall have such further duties as ordinarily
pertain to the office of the President.

Section 3.  The President elect shall perform such duties as assigned by the President and shall preside and take over the
duties of the President in his or her absence or in the event of a vacancy in the office of the President

Section 4. The Vice President for Programs shall be in charge of all programs presented at club meetings, and shall be
chairman of the program committee.

Section 5. The Vice President for Membership shall be in charge of all activities affecting the club’s membership including
membership recruitment, retention of existing members, orientation and induction programs and shall be the chairman of the
membership committee.

Section 6. The Vice President for Vocations shall be responsible for all vocation activities performed by the club and shall
be the chairman of the vocations committee.

Section 7. The Vice President for Communications shall be responsible for internal and external communications and
public relations efforts and shall be the chairman of the communications committee.

Section 8. The Secretary shall record all proceedings of club meetings and meetings of the Board. He or she shall maintain
a current roster of members, shall be custodian of the records, maintain the club’s bylaws, and shall have such further duties
as ordinarily pertain to the office of the Secretary.

Section 9. The Treasurer shall collect all dues, keep the books and accounts and have custody of all funds of the club. He or
she shall render periodic reports of the financial position of the club as directed by the Board, attend to the payment of ali
bills and obligations, and have such further duties as ordinarily pertain to the office of Treasurer.

Section 10, All officers shall be elected for a term of not more than two years. Those elected for a one-year term may be re-
elected for an additional year Elections shall be held at the first meeting in [ | of each year. Officers and Trustees shall
be inducted at the first meeting in [ } of each year and their term of office shall then begin and shall end when their
successors have been elected and inducted. In the event of a vacancy in any office or on the Board, the Board shall have the
power to fill such vacancy for the balance of the remaining term.

Section 11. A nominating committee appointed by the President shall make nominations for election of the principal
Officers not less than one month prior to the election. This committee shall consist of at least three members and shall
present its report at the last meeting of members before the election of new officers. It shall nominate one candidate for each
of the principal offices Further nominations may be made from the floor at the time of the election. Election shall be by
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secret ballot as to any office for which there is a contest. Each member present shall be entitled to one vote and the candidate
who receives the largest number of those votes cast shall be elected. Nominees shall agree as a condition of nomination to
attend the following District Leadership Conference.

ARTICLE VII
Chaplain

Section 1. The club shall have a Chaplain appointed by the Ordinary of the Diocese. His duties shall be advisory on Church
and spiritual matters.

ARTICLE VHI
Meetings and Attendance

Section 1. Regular club meetings shall be held at Jeast semi-monthly, at such time and place as shall be determined by the
Board Every active member is expected to aftend every meeting. Any active member, who fails to attend 55 percent of the
meetings in any six-month period shall be so notified and placed on probation for three months. Where a club meets weekly
the minimum attendance required of a member shall be reduced to 45%. If such 8 member meets the attendance requirements
during the probationary period, he or she will be returned to regular membership. If he or she does not, he or she will be
considered to have resigned. The Secretary will so notify him or her and drop the name from the roster of members. Upon
written application the Board may reinstate him or her,

Section 2. An active member may atfend a meeting of another club in lieu of or in addition to a meeting of this ¢lub, and
receive credit for attendance when so certified by an officer of the club visited. When this club is sponsoring the organization
of a new chub, an active member may be given credit for attendance at a regular meeting of the club in formation, in lieu of or
in addition to a meeting of this club.

ARTICLE IX
Relationship to Serra International, Council, Regions and Districts

Section 1. This club is a member of Serra International and shall in all things cooperate with Serra International and, where
applicable, the Serra council, region and district organizations. It is the express intention of the club to maintain its
relationship in good standing with Serra International and to be permanently bound by its Constitution and Bylaws.

Section 2. The Board shall elect a delegate, and an alternate delegate, or, if necessary, a proxy delegate, to represent the club
at the annual convention of Serra International. Such election shall take place at least 35 days in advance of the opening
meeting of the annual convention. The credentials of such delegate, alternate delegate, or proxy delegate shall be evidenced
by the signature of the President and the Secretary of the club and shall be mailed to Serra International not less than 30 days
prior to the opening date of the convention

ARTICLE X
Revenue

Section 1. All members shall pay an initiation fee to SERRA INTERNATIONAL, which is 25% of the International dues
The annual dues shall be in an amount decided by the Board and be paid to the club Treasurer.

ARTICLE X}
Committees

Section 1. The standing committees of the club shall be Program, Vocations, Membership and Communications.

Section 2. In addition, there shall be such special committees as may be designated by the President, which shall serve at the
will of the President. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.
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ARTICLE XII
Fund-Raising to Promote the Objectives and Purposes of Serra

Section 1. While no Serra Club may devote itself to fund-raising as an objective, each club, at its discretion, may conduct
activities to raise funds to assist it in promoting the objectives and purposes of Serra International. All income after expenses
raised from such fund raising activities shall be utilized solely for the purposes of furthering the objectives and purpose of
SERRA INTERNATIONAL as determined by the board of trustees of Serra International.

ARTICLE X1
Amendments

Section 1. These bylaws may be amended only by a two-thirds vote of the active members of this club present and voting at
a regular meeting. Proposed amendments shall be filed with the Secretary in writing, and a written resolution proposing such
amendments shall be introduced at a regular meeting and action thereon deferred to the following meeting. Written notice is
to be sent by the Secretary to all active members, incorporating a copy of the proposed resolution and advising that the same
will be acted upon at the next meeting. Such amendments shall not become a part of the bylaws until the same have been
submitted to and approved in writing by the board of trustees of Serra International.

These foregoing local club bylaws were adopted by a majority of two-thirds of the members present and voting at a regular
meeting of the membership on, 20__ to certify which witness the signature of the President and Secretary of said club,
this day of ,20_

President:

Secretary
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